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(54) Catheter with improved extension tube 

(57) This invention relates to a catheter having an 
improved extension tube. This extension tube has a 
height to width ratio of between about 1 :1 .25 to about 



1 :3. This ratio provides an extension tube that is flexible 
for improved patient comfort, that allows greater visual- 
ization of fluid flowing therethrough and that does not 
kink during use. 
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Description 

Background of the Invention 

This invention relates to the field of intravenous (IV) s 
catheters. This invention has particular applicability, but 
is not limited, to peripherally inserted central catheters 
(PICCS). 

Typical peripheral IV catheters are used to gain ac- 
cess to a patient's venous system so the patient can be 
infused with medicaments, IV solutions or other fluids. 
The proximal end of such a catheter usually includes a 
hub that is designed to be connected to a fluid supply 
line or other medical device such as a syringe or a valve 
or IV pump. The cannula of these types of catheters are 
on the order of about one to two inches long. The can- 
nula is either polyurethane or Teflon. 

These peripheral IV catheters are typically placed 
in one of the patient's smaller veins located in the hand 
or arm with the hub taped to the patient's skin. Since 
peripheral IV catheters are short, taping the catheter to 
the patient's skin minimizes the possibility that the cath- 
eter will become dislodged from the patient's vein if the 
patient moves or a clinician manipulates the catheter to 
connect or disconnect an IV line or other medical device. 
Peripheral IV catheters may also include extension 
tubes which extend proximally from the proximal end of 
the catheter that is inserted into the patient and which 
include a hub at the proximal end. Such extension tubes 
can be taped to the patients skin. Because of biocom- 
patibility issues, typical polyurethane or Teflon periph- 
eral IV catheters are generally kept in a patient only up 
to about 72 hours. After this time a new peripheral IV 
catheter must be inserted into the patient. 

For certain types of IV therapy, it is important for the 
distal tip of the catheter to be located in the auxiliary, 
subclavian or brachiocephalic vein or in the superior ve- 
na cava. This is necessary because certain medica- 
ments are extremely harsh. Thus, it is important to have 
the medicament diluted quickly in a large vein to prevent 
adverse reaction by the patient. Heretofore, centrally in- 
serted venous access catheters have been used for this 
type of IV therapy because such catheters can be in- 
serted directly into the large veins of a patient. A draw- 
back of these types of catheters is that placement of 
such catheters into a patient is considered a surgical 
procedure which requires a physician. 

PICCs are an alternative to centrally inserted, tun- 
neled or Implanted venous access devices. PICCs are 
generally longer than standard peripheral IV catheters. 
They are inserted into a patient's vein in the arm and 
advanced through the venous system until the tip is lo- 
cated in the auxiliary, subclavian or brachiocephalic vein 
or in the superior vena cava. Typical PICCs are formed 
from silicone or some other biocompatible, soft, flexible 
polymer. Because of this PICCs can remain in place in 
a patient for severaJ weeks, months or years. PICCs are 
thus used for patients needing IV antibiotic therapy for 



more than seven days, hyperalimentation, chemother- 
apy, long term IV rehydration or other long term IV ther- 
apy. 

Many PICCs are currently available. These prod- 
ucts work satisfactorily for their intended purpose but 
could be improved. For example, when the catheter is 
taped to the patient's skin, the catheter hub, extension 
tube and any wings on the catheter become a source 
for abrasion to the patient's skin which can be uncom- 
fortable. In addition, if the patient moves, this movement 
may exacerbate the discomfort causing pain to the pa- 
tient. Furthermore, as noted above, typical PICCs are 
formed from a soft silicone. Therefore, in order to con- 
nect an IV fluid line or other medical device to the cath- 
eter, a relatively hard adapter must be located at the 
proximal end of the catheter. Unfortunately, because of 
the nature of silicone, an adapter cannot simply be glued 
to the catheter but must be adhered by some other 
mechanism. Current mechanisms for adhering the 
adapter to the catheter have not been entirely satisfac- 
tory. Finally, it is standard procedure to suture a PICC 
directly to the patient rather than to tape the catheter 
down. Current catheters include an orifice through 
which the suture can be passed to suture the catheter 
directly to the patient. Unfortunately, these orifices 
present a point of weakness on the catheter and could 
result in the sutures tearing completely through a side 
of the orifice. 



It is therefore an object of this invention to provide 
an IV catheter that enhances patient comfort. 

It is another object of this invention to provide an 
enhanced mechanism for connecting a catheter to a luer 
adapter. 

It is still another object of this invention to provide a 
catheter having an enhanced mechanism for suturing or 
taping the catheter directly to the patient. 

The catheter of this invention comprises an elon- 
gate tube connected at one end to a low profile exten- 
sion tube. This low profile extension tube includes a lu- 
men in communication with the lumen of the elongate 
tube and preferably has an elliptical cross-section with 
a height to width ratio of between about 1 :1 .25 to about 
1:3. An oval shaped wing may be used with the exten- 
sion tube to provide a surface that may be used to tape 
the catheter to the patient's skin. The wing should have 
a length to width ratio of between about 1 :1 to about 1 : 
3. In addition, the wing has a domed cross-section with 
a ratio of the cross-sectional thickness, edge to center, 
of between about 1 :1 .5 to about 1 :4 to provide sufficient 
space for the extension tube lumen to pass there- 
through. In addition, the oval shaped wing may include 
a plurality of reinforced suture holes to allow it to be su- 
tured directly to the patient's skin if needed. Finally, the 
proximal portion of the extension tube of the catheter is 
flared outwardly to a larger cross-sectional area than the 
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main portion of the extension tube. The lumen along the 
proximal portion ot the extension tube has a unique con- 
figuration to mate with a barbed portion ol a luer adapter. 
The unique configuration of the proximal portion of the 
lumen is substantially the same shape as the barbed s 
portion of the luer adapter. However, the axial dimen- 
sions of the proximal portion of the lumen are larger than 
those of the barbed portion of the luer adapter while the 
radial dimensions of the proximal portion of the lumen 
are smaller than those of the barbed portion of the luer 
adapter. Once the barbed portion of the luer adapter is 
inserted into the lumen along the proximal portion of the 
extension tube, the material of the extension tube com- 
presses about the barbed portion of the luer adapter and 
the configuration of the barb fictionally and mechani- 
cally engages the lumen along the proximal portion of 
the extension tube to effectively lock the luer adapter to 
the extension tube. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

The above and other objects of this invention will be 
apparent from the detailed description and drawings in 
which like parts are referred to by like numbers through- 
out, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a single lumen PICC 
incorporating the low profile extension tube, wing, 
barbed luer adapter and guidewire retention device 
of this invention; 

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 2-2 
of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 3-3 
of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a top plan view of a single lumen PICC 
incorporating the low profile extension tube, wing, 
barbed luer and guidewire retention device of this 
invention; 

FIG. 5 is a side elevation view partially in cross-sec- 
tion showing the proximal portion of the extension 
tube before insertion of the barbed luer; 
FIG. 6 is aside elevation view partially in cross-sec- 
tion showing the proximal portion of the extension 
tube with the barbed luer inserted therein; 
FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view of a single 
lumen PICC incorporating the low profile extension 
tube, the wing, the barbed luer and the guidewire 
retention device of this invention; 
FIG. 8 is a rear end elevation view of the PICC 
shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 9 is a side elevational view partially in cross- 
section showing another embodiment of the proxi- 
mal portion of the extension tube; 
FIG. 10 is a side elevational view partially in cross- 
section showing yet another embodiment of the 
proximal portion of the extension tube; 
FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a double lumen 
PICC incorporating the low profile extension tube, 



wing, barbed luer and guidewire retention device of 
this invention; 

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of a single lumen PICC 
incorporating the low profile extension tube, the 
barbed luer and the guidewire retention device of 
this invention; 

FIG. 13 is a view similar to FIG. 3 showing a second 
embodiment of the extension tube of this invention; 
FIG. 14 is a view similar to FIG. 3 showing a third 
embodiment of the extension tube of this invention; 
FIG. 1 5 is a view similar to FIG. 3 showing a fourth 
embodiment of the extension tube of this invention; 
FIG. 16 is a view similar to FIG. 3 showing a fifth 
embodiment of the extension tube of this invention; 
FIG. 1 7 is a top plan view of a winged catheter with 
extension tube showing the wing of this invention 
rotated slightly; 

FIG. 1 8 is a perspective view of a standard IV cath- 
eter incorporating the wing of this invention: and 
FIG. 1 9 is a perspective view of a scalp vein needle 
incorporating the wing of this invention. 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

The catheter assembly 1 0 of this invention includes 
a cannula 20, an extension tube 30, a luer adapter 40 
at the proximal end of extension tube 30 and a guidewire 
retention device 60 located on luer adapter 40. In addi- 
tion, a wing 50 may be formed integrally with extension 
tube 30. Cannula 20 has a single lumen extending there- 
through. However, cannula 20 may include two lumens 
extending therethrough. Where cannula 20 includes two 
lumens, catheter assembly 10 includes two extension 
tubes. See FIG. 11. It is to be understood that the de- 
scription of extension tube 30, luer adapter 40 and wing 
50 in connection with the single lumen version of this 
invention applies equally to the extension tubes, luer 
adapters and wings of the other embodiments of this in- 
vention. 

Extension tube 30 includes a central lumen 31 ex- 
tending therethrough and is formed from a soft, flexible 
material such as silicone. Central lumen 31 is formed in 
extension tube by molding extension tube 30 in a die 
with a core pin placed in the die. Preferably a silicone 
having a durometer of between about 65 Shore A to 
about 45 Shore A is used. Central lumen 31 has a gen- 
erally circular cross-section with an inner diameter of 
about 0.040 inches. Although central lumen 31 prefera- 
bly has a circular cross-section, this cross-section can 
be any shape. It is important that central lumen 31 have 
a wall thickness defined by extension tube 30 of at least 
about 0.020 inches, preferably about 0.045 inches. Ex- 
tension tube 30 can be any length. However, the length 
should be at least long enough to allow flexibility of ex- 
tension tube 30. The maximum length is based on the 
ability to mold extension tube 30 and pull a core pin 
down central lumen 31 . 

Extension tube 30 has a low profile cross-section 
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which is preferably an oval shape. See FIG. 3. However, 
any other low profile shape, such as a racetrack shape, 
a rectangular shape with rounded corners, a circular 
shape having a flat bottom or an elliptical shape could 
also be used. See FIGS. 1 3-16. It is important, however, 
that the cross-sectional shape for extension tube 30 
have a height to width ratio of between about 1 :1 .25 to 
about 1:3. Preferably this height to width ratio for exten- 
sion tube 30 cross-section is 1 :1 .5. By choosing a height 
to width ratio in this range, extension tube 30 can flex 
upwardly more easily than if a circular cross-section is 
used. Another benefit is that there is less material above 
lumen 31 in extension tube 30 than in a standard circular 
extension tube. This facilitates the visualization of fluid 
flowing through extension tube 30. In addition, even 
though extension tube 30 has a lower profile than a 
standard circular extension tube, extension tube 30 has 
a comparable cross-sectional area. Thus, there is no 
loss in tensile strength for extension tube 30 as com- 
pared to a standard extension tube. Furthermore, this 
particular configuration for extension tube 30 prevents 
it from kinking during use. 

A wing 50 may be integrally formed along the distal 
portion of extension tube 30. Alternatively, wing 50 could 
be separately molded with no lumen therein and then 
attached to extension tube 30. As can be seen in FIGS. 
1, 2, 4, 7, 11 and 17-19, wing 50 has a generally oval 
shape and a domed cross-section. The oval configura- 
tion avoids sharp corners so wing 50 is more comforta- 
ble to the patient. As used herein, - ovar also refers to 
an ellipse, a race track shape, or a rectangle with round- 
ed corners. In addition, its short length provides for 
greater flexibility while its large width provides adequate 
surface area for securement to the patient's skin. Wing 

50 should have a length to width ratio of between about 
1 :l to about 1 :3. Preferably the ratio should be about 1: 
1 .5 with a width of about 1 .0 inches and a length of about 
0.650 inches. 

Wing 50 should also have a flat bottom surface and 
a domed cross section. This domed configuration pro- 
vides a central portion with enough thickness to allow 
lumen 31 to extend therethrough. In addition, wing 50 
should have a ratio of the cross-sectional thickness, 
edge to the center, of between about 1 : 1 .5 to about 1 : 
4. Preferably this ratio is about 1 :2.3 and wing 50 has a 
thickness of about 0.15 inches at its center and a thick- 
ness of about 0.065 inches at its edge. 

Wing 50 may also include one or more suture holes 

51 therein. Preferably there is one suture hole 51 on ei- 
ther side of wing 50. Each suture hole 51 is reinforced 
with a raised ridge 52 along the periphery thereof. 
Raised ridge 52 provides reinforcement to prevent su- 
tures from tearing through the periphery of wing 50 if 
wing 50 is sutured directly to a patient's skin. The height 
and width of raised ridge 52 are chosen to reinforce the 
thinner cross-sectional area of wing 50 under raised 
ridge 52. Preferably raised ridge 52 has a height and 
width about equal to the height of wing 50 under raised 



6 

ridge 52. 

The cross section of extension tube 30 increases 
gradually along its proximal portion. In addition, the 
cross section of central lumen 31 changes along the 

5 proximal portion of extension tube 30. The main portion 
of central lumen 31 preferably has an inner diameter of 
about 0.040 inches. Central lumen 31 has a portion 31a 
with an increased diameter adjacent to the main portion 
of central lumen 31 so as to present a first shoulder 31b 

io in central lumen 31. This portion 31 a of central lumen 
31 preferably has an inner diameter of about 0.080 inch- 
es. Continuing in the proximal direction the cross-sec- 
tion of central lumen 31 tapers inwardly along portion 
31c to a portion 31 d of constant diameter and then out- 

15 wardly in a generally conical shape along portion 31 e. 
Thereafter, the cross-section of central lumen 31 has a 
reduced constant diameter along portion 31 f so as to 
present a second shoulder 31 g in central lumen 31 . The 
most proximal portion 31 h tapers outwardly to the prox- 

20 jmal end of extension tube 30. This cross section along 
the proximal portion of central lumen 31 is important in 
order to allow luer adapter 40 to be connected to the 
proximal end of extension tube 30. In addition, the prox- 
imal portion of extension tube 30 can include one or 

25 more alignment holes 39. 

Luer adapter 40 is formed from a hard durable ma- 
terial such as polypropylene or polycarbonate. Luer 
adapter 40 is formed with a flange 41 having a cross 
section that matches the cross section of extension tube 

30 30 at its proximal end. The proximal portion of luer 
adapter 40 is formed into a standard female luer con- 
nector 42. The distal portion of luer adapter 40 includes 
a barb 43 and may include one or more alignment pins 
44 or 44'. Alignment pins 44 may be generally cylindrical 

35 or alignment pins 44' may include a hooked end. 

Barb 43 defines a lumen 45 extending there- 
through. Barb 43 has a cross-section that is substantial- 
ly the same as but slightly larger radially and slightly 
shorter axially than the cross-section of the proximal 

40 portion of central lumen 31 . The distal portion 43a of 
barb 43 is substantially cylindrical. The next portion 43b 
flares outwardly in the proximal direction so it has a gen- 
erally conical shape. The next portion 43c of barb 43 is 
generally cylindrical with a smaller diameter than the 

45 proximal end of portion 43b to provide a shoulder 43d 
along barb 43. Finally, the proximal portion 43e of barb 
43 tapers slightly outwardly. The diameter along por- 
tions 31 d, 31 e, 31 f and 31 h of central lumen 31 are be- 
tween about 25% to about 90%, preferably about 60% 

50 smaller than the diameter along portions 43a, 43b, 43c 
and 43e of barb 43 when extension tube 30 is in the 
unstressed state. Preferably portions 43c and 43e com- 
bined are about 0.030 inches shorter than portion 31 f 
and 31 h, and portion 43b and distal portion 43a com- 

55 bined are about 0.025 inches shorter than portions 31 a, 
31c, 31 d and 31 e when extension tube 30 is in the un- 
stressed state. Shoulder 43d defines an annulus that 
has a width of between about 0.010 inches to about 
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0.030 inches, preferably about 0.0 1 8 inches. In addition, 
the diameter of flange 41 is larger than the diameter of 
the proximal end of extension tube 30 in the unstressed 
state. 

When barb 43 is fully inserted into the proximal por- 
tion of central lumen 31 , lumen 45 is aligned with central 
lumen 31. Portion 31c in conjunction with the diameter 
of portion 31a being about equal to the diameter of por- 
tion 43a ensures that the material of extension tube 30 
does not stretch in the area of first shoulder 31b so that 
central lumen 31 remains aligned with lumen 45. See 
FIG. 6. Alternatively, the portion of central lumen 31 ad- 
jacent to first shoulder 31b could decrease in diameter 
so that when barb 43 is inserted into and thereby stretch- 
es the proximal portion of lumen 31, central lumen 31 
will be aligned with lumen 45. In addition, the distal end 
of barb 43 abuts shoulder 31 b to prevent any fluid from 
collecting between barb 43 and central lumen 31 and to 
prevent turbulence when fluid flows from luer adapter 
40 into central lumen 31. See FIG. 6. And the outside 
surface of flange 41 is contiguous with the outside sur- 
face of extension tube 30. 

Because extension tube 30 is preferably formed 
from silicone, the diameter of the proximal portion of ex- 
tension tube 30 is stretched when barb 43 is inserted 
into central lumen 31 . Compressive forces exerted on 
barb 43 caused by the different dimensions of the prox- 
imal portion of central lumen 31 maintain the two joined 
without the need for other attachment mechanisms. The 
configuration and dimension of barb 43 and central lu- 
men 31 ensure that luer adapter 40 remains fixed to ex- 
tension tube 30 during use because of mechanical and 
frictional forces. If a harder silicone is used for extension 
tube 30 then the diameter along the proximal portion of 
central lumen 31 , when extension tube 30 is in the un- 
stressed state, can be larger because less compression 
will be needed to retain barb 43 in central lumen 31. 
When luer adapter 40 is inserted into the proximal por- 
tion of extension tube 30, barb 43 engages the walls of 
central lumen 31 at the proximal portion of extension 
tube 30. 

Alignment pins 44 or 44' fit within alignment holes 
39 formed in the proximal end of extension tube 30. The 
use of alignment pins 44 or 44' and alignment holes 39 
prevent rotation of luer adapter 40 with respect to ex- 
tension tube 30. 

In order to strengthen the bond between' extension 
tube 30 and luer adapter 40 a rigid circumferential band 
49 can be placed around the outside of extension tube 
30 so band 49 is adjacent to second shoulder 31 g. See 
FIG. 9. Band 49 radially compresses extension tube 30 
about barb 43 greatly increasing the force necessary to 
remove luer adapter 40 from extension tube 30. Alter- 
natively, band 49* can be insert molded into extension 
tube 30 so band 49* is located adjacent to second shoul- 
der 31 g. See FIG. 10. In this embodiment, band 49' ra- 
dially compresses extension tube 30 about barb 43. In 
addition, band 49' can have fittings that either bond to 



or snap fit on luer adapter 40 making it virtually impos- 
sible to remove luer adapter 40 from extension tube 30 
without severely damaging extension tube 30. 

Thus, it is seen that a catheter is provided that en- 
hances patient comfort, that has an enhanced mecha- 
nism for bonding to a luer adapter and for suturing the 
catheter directly to the patient. 



10 Claims 

1. A catheter, comprising: 

an elongate cannula; and 
*s an extension tube operatively connected to and 

in fluid communication with the elongate can- 
nula wherein the extension tube has a height to 
width ratio of between about 1 :1 .25 to about 1 : 
3. 
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2. The catheter of claim 1 wherein the height to width 
ratio is 1:1.5. 

3. The catheter of claim 1 wherein the extension tube 
has a generally oval cross section. 

4. The catheter of claim 2 wherein the extension tube 
has a generally oval cross section. 

5. The catheter of claim 1 wherein the extension tube 
defines a lumen extending therethrough having a 
circular cross section. 

6. The catheter of claim 5 wherein the lumen has a 
wall thickness defined by the extension tube of at 
least about 0.020 inches. 
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